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BROWNSTEIN HYATT FARBER SCHRECK, LLP
1021 Anacapa Street, 2nd Floor

Santa Barbara, CA 93101-2102

Telephone: 805.963.7000

Facsimile: 805.965.4333

Attorneys for
CHINO BASIN WATERMASTER

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO

CHINO BASIN MUNICIPAL WATER Case No. RCV RS51010
DISTRICT,
[Assigned for All Purposes to the Honorable
Plaintiff, Gilbert G. Ochoa]
V. CHINO BASIN WATERMASTER NOTICE

OF MOTION AND MOTION FOR COURT

CITY OF CHINO, et al., TO RE-APPOINT NINE-MEMBER

WATERMASTER BOARD
Defendant.

Date: February 2, 2024

Time: 9:00 a.m.

Dept.: S24

[Filed concurrently herewith: Declaration of
Bradley J. Herrema, [Proposed] Order]

TO ALL PARTIES AND THEIR ATTORNEYS OF RECORD:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on February 2, 2024, at 9:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as

the matter may be heard, in Department S24 of the above-entitled Court located at 247 West
Third Street, San Bernardino, California 92415, the Chino Basin Watermaster (“Watermaster”)
will and hereby does move the Court for an order re-appointing the nine-member Watermaster
Board for a five-year term to expire on February 10, 2029.

This request is made pursuant to the Court’s jurisdiction and authority to enforce and

carry out the Judgment in this action with respect to the rights established thereunder.
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This Motion is based on this Notice, the Memorandum of Points and Authorities attached

hereto, the Declaration of Bradley J. Herrema and the exhibits attached thereto filed concurrently

herewith, the pleadings and papers on file in this case, and any oral argument the Court entertains

on this matter.

Dated:

BROWNSTEIN HYATT FARBER SCHRECK, LLP

ey

December 5, 2023

SCOTT S. SLATER

BRADLEY J. HERREMA

LAURA K. YRACEBURU

Attorneys for CHINO BASIN WATERMASTER
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MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES

I INTRODUCTION
Since 1998, the role of the Chino Basin Watermaster (“Watermaster”) has been filled by a

Court-appointed nine-member board (“Watermaster Board”) and the Court has re-appointed the
Watermaster Board at the expiration of each term pursuant to paragraph 16 of the Judgment. As
the Watermaster Board’s current appointment extends through February 10, 2024, Watermaster

files this motion for an order re-appointing the Watermaster Board for a further five year term.

II. FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The present five-year appointment of the Watermaster Board expires on February 10,
2024. (Order Granting Chino Basin Watermaster Motion for the Court to: (1) Re-Appoint Nine-
Member Watermaster Board for a Further Five-Year Term; and (2) Receive and File the 2017/18
Annual Report of the Ground-Level Monitoring Committee, December 28, 2018 (“2018 Order™).)
At their respective November 16, 2023 meetings, a majority of the Advisory Committee (60.985
votes out of 100) and a unanimous Watermaster Board voted that Watermaster move the Court
for the re-appointment of the Watermaster Board for a further five-year term as Watermaster.
(Herrema Decl., 9 5, 6.) Upon recommendation and advice from the Pool Committees and the
Advisory Committee, the Watermaster Board moves the Court to reappoint the nine-member
Board in service as Watermaster for a further five-year term, through February 10, 2029.

The Court initially appointed the Watermaster Board to serve as the Watermaster pursuant
to the 1978 Judgment, on February 19, 1998. (Order Granting Motion to Re-Appoint Nine-
Member Watermaster Board for a Further 5-Year Term, Jan. 26, 2011.) This appointment has
been extended through successive reappointments since that time. On September 28, 2000, the
Court re-appointed the Watermaster Board for a five year term ending on September 30, 2005.
(/d.) By order dated September 22, 2005, the Court extended the appointment to February 9,
2006. (Id.) On February 9, 2006, the Court again re-appointed the Watermaster Board through
February 10, 2011. (Id) By order dated January 26, 2011, the Court extended the Watermaster
Board’s appointment through February 10, 2016. (Id.) On December 18, 2015, Watermaster

filed a Motion to Re-Appoint Nine-Member Watermaster Board for a Further Three-Year Term
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and, on January 22, 2016, the Court re-appointed the Watermaster Board through February 10,
2019. (Order Re-Appointing Nine-Member Watermaster Board for a Further Three Year Term,
Jan. 22, 2016.) Watermaster filed a Motion for Court to Re-appoint Nine-Member Watermaster
Board for a Further Five-Year Term on November 28, 2018 and, on December 28, 2018, the

Court re-appointed the Watermaster Board through February 10, 2024. (2018 Order.)

III.  DISCUSSION

Watermasters are commonplace in water right adjudications and most of the adjudicated
groundwater basins in Southern California. (See Blomquist, Dividing the Waters: Governing
Groundwater in Southern California (San Francisco Institute for Contemporary Studies) (1992).)
The composition and duties of each such watermaster arise from its originating judgment and the
watermasters are governed by the Courts they serve. The Chino Basin Watermaster was
established by the Judgment to administer and enforce the provisions of the Judgment pursuant to
the direction of the Court. (Judgment, § 16.) The Chino Basin Municipal Water District, now
known as the Inland Empire Utilities Agency, was initially designated as the Watermaster for a

five-year term, and the Judgment provided for future Watermaster appointments as follows:

The term of appointment of Watermaster shall be for five (5) years. The Court
will by subsequent orders provide for successive terms or for a successor
Watermaster. Watermaster may be changed at any time by subsequent order of
the Court, on its own motion, or on the motion of any party after notice and
hearing. Unless there are compelling reasons to the contrary, the Court shall act
in conformance with a motion requesting the Watermaster be changed if such
motion is supported by a majority of the voting power of the Advisory
Committee.

(Judgment, 9 16.)

Watermaster understands its duty to be the continued development and implementation of
the Optimum Basin Management Plan (“‘OBMP”), the Peace Agreement, and its progeny (the
“Court Approved Management Agreements™) and the faithful administration of the Judgment.
During the present term of the Watermaster Board, Watermaster has continued to make progress
on implementing the OBMP, including: (1) the continued implementation of the 2013
Amendment to the 2010 Recharge Master Plan; (2) the completion of the 2023 Recharge Master

Plan Update; (3) continued groundwater monitoring and production reporting;(4) the review and
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processing of 40 water transfers, involving more than 90,315 acre-feet of water; (5) the adoption
of the 2020 OBMP Update; (6) the lending of assistance to Inland Empire Utilities Agency’s
environmental review of the 2020 OBMP Update; (7) the reconvention of the Water Quality
Committee; (8) the preparation of the 2020 and 2023 Storage Framework Investigations; and (9)
the initiation of several long-term planning activities, including development of a Storage and
Recovery Master Plan, an updated Storage Management Plan, and a Groundwater Quality
Management Plan. (Declaration of Bradley J. Herrema (“Herrema Decl.”), § 3.)

At its November 16, 2023 meeting, the Advisory Committee acted by majority (60.985
votes out of 100) to request that Watermaster move the Court for the re-appointment of the
Watermaster Board for a further five-year term as Watermaster. (Herrema Decl., §5.) Atits
regular meeting the same day, the Watermaster Board approved proceeding consistent with the
Advisory Committee’s action and directed legal counsel to file this motion seeking re-
appointment. (Id. at §6.) On this basis, Watermaster respectfully requests that the Court re-

appoint the Watermaster Board for a further five-year term.

IvV. CONCLUSION

For the reasons stated above, Watermaster respectfully requests that the Court grant the

Motion.

BROWNSTEIN HYATT FARBER SCHRECK, LLP

g GH—

Dated: December 5, 2023

SCOTT S. SLATER

BRADLEY J. HERREMA

CHRISTOPHER R. GUILLEN

Attorneys for CHINO BASIN WATERMASTER
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CHINO BASIN WATERMASTER
Case No. RCVRS 51010
Chino Basin Municipal Water District v. City of Chino, et al.

PROOF OF SERVICE

| declare that:

| am employed in the County of San Bernardino, California. | am over the age of 18 years and not
a party to the action within. My business address is Chino Basin Watermaster, 9641 San
Bernardino Road, Rancho Cucamonga, California 91730; telephone (909) 484-3888.

IX_/
.
.
I X/

On December 5, 2023, | served the following:

CHINO BASIN WATERMASTER NOTICE OF MOTION AND MOTION FOR COURT
TO RE-APPOINT NINE-MEMBER WATERMASTER BOARD

BY MAIL: in said cause, by placing a true copy thereof enclosed with postage thereon
fully prepaid, for delivery by the United States Postal Service mail at Rancho
Cucamonga, California, addresses as follows:

See attached service list: Mailing List 1

BY PERSONAL SERVICE: | caused such envelope to be delivered by hand to the
addressee.

BY FACSIMILE: | transmitted said document by fax transmission from (909) 484-3890
to the fax number(s) indicated. The transmission was reported as complete on the
transmission report, which was properly issued by the transmitting fax machine.

BY ELECTRONIC MAIL: | transmitted notice of availability of electronic documents by
electronic transmission to the email address indicated. The transmission was reported
as complete on the transmission report, which was properly issued by the transmitting
electronic mail device.

See attached service list: Master Email Distribution List

| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above is true
and correct.

Executed on December 5, 2023 in Rancho Cucamonga, California.

(W~

By: Ruby Favela Quintero
Chino Basin \Watermaster




PAUL HOFER
11248 S TURNER AVE
‘ONTARIO, CA 91761

JEFF PIERSON
2 HEXAM
IRVINE, CA 92603



Ruby Favela Quintero

Contact Group Name: Master Email Distribution

Categories: Main Email Lists
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