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EX£ 
SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 

11 -CHINO BASIN MUNICIPAL WATER: CASE NOS. RCV 51010 
DISTRICT, ~ CIVDS 1601994 12 

13 

14 

15 

Plaintiff, 

vs .. 

CITY OF CHINO, et al., 

Defendants 

~ FINDINGS and ORDER re DENIAL 
\ of RELATED CASES 
~ 

<I Tudge: Stanford E. Reichert 
: Department: R6 

16 } 
~ 

l 

17 AMERON INTERNATIONAL CORP., 

18 a Delaware corporation ' 
' 

19 

20 

21 
vs. 

Plaintiff, 

22 TAMCO, a California corporation, et al., ' 

23. 

24 

25 

26 

' 

Defendants . 

On April1, 2016, defendant Tamco ftled a notice of related case with respect 

27 to Ameron International Cotp. v. Tamco, case no. CIVDS 1601994 and Chino Basin 

28 Municipal Water District v. City of Chino, et al., case no. RCV 51010. On April11, 2016, 

plaintiff Ameron International Corp. filed its opposition to notice of related cases. 
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1 On April 25, 2016, defendant Tamco filed an amended notice of related case. On 

2 May 10, 2016, plaintiff Ameron International Corp. filed an opposition to the 

3 amended notice of related case with the declaration of Veronica Rotter in support 

4 thereof. 

5 The court, having read and considered all the notices of related cases and all 

6 the oppositions, denies Tamco's request to relate the case in which it is a defendant, 

7 Ameron International Corp. v. Tamco, case no. CIVDS 1601994 ("the Ameron case"), to 

8 Chino Basin Municipal Water District v. Ciry of Chino, eta!., case no. RCV 51010 ("the 

9 Watermaster case") for the following reasons. 

10 California Rules of Court, Rule 3.300 sets forth the criteria for the court to 

11 relate cases. The Ameron case does not meet any of those criteria as follows: 

12 1) The cases do not involve the same parties and are not based on the same or 

13 similar claims. 

14 a) The Ameron case is a contract case. The facts underlying the complaint 

15 concern whether certain agents/ employees of Ameron had the authority to 

16 transfer all of Ameron's water rights to Tamco as part of a sale of a single 

17 parcel of property. 

18 b) The Watermaster case concerns the adjudication of the Safe Yield of 

19 groundwater for the entire Chino Basin. The judgment in that case was 

20 entered in 1978, and the court retains continuing jurisdiction for determination 

21 of Safe Yield and related issues. The Watermaster case has nothing to do with 

22 adjudicating rights among individual parties regarding real property sales 

23 transactions. 

24 c) Watermaster's being mentioned in the Ameron complaint is insufficient to be 

25 a basis for the relation of cases. Watermaster's role is defmed by the court and 

26 is administrative. Watermaster has no fact-fmding or adjudication role 

27 regarding disputes between individual parties in the Ameron case. 

28 2) The cases do not arise from the same or substantially identical transactions, 
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1 incidents, or events requiring the determination of the same or substantially 

2 identical questions of law or fact. 

3 a) For this criterion, the bases for the court's determination are set forth above in 

4 paragraphs 1(a), 1(b), and 1(c). 

5 3) The cases do not involve claims against, title to, possession of, or damages to the 

6 same property. 

7 a) The Ameron case only seeks to confirm Ameron's retained water rights 

8 associated with a single property based on a contract with Tamco for the sale 

9 of that property. 

1 0 b) The Watermaster case concerns the entire Chino Basin groundwater system. 

11 The Watermaster stakeholder parties are divided into 3 groups: the Overlying 

12 (Agricultural) Pool, the Overlying (Non-agricultural) Pool, and the 

13 Appropriative Pool. The parties in the Ameron case seek an adjudication with 

14 respect to transfer of water rights for particular single parcel of property. 

15 Even though a single piece of property is within the Chino Basin, the 

16 Watermaster case does not deal with or define transfer of rights regarding 

17 individual properties. 

18 4) There are no likely other reasons to require substantial duplication of judicial 

19 resources if heard by different judges. 

20 a) The bases for this finding are set forth in in paragraphs 1(a), 1(b), and 1(c), 

21 and 3(a) and 3(b) above. 

22 THEREFORE, this court returns Ameron International Corp. v. Tamco, case no. 

23 CIVDS 1601994, back to Judge Cohn for further proceedings. 

24 

25 Dated: May 27, 2016 

26 

27 

28 
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